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Episodic	documentary-reality	based	show	in	which	we	team	up	with	Monterey	Bay	
Aquarium	Ocean	Veterinarian	Dr.	Mike	Murray.	Follow	Dr.	Murray	each	day	on	the	many	
challenges	and	obstacles	he’ll	face	together	with	his	team	of		interns,	Marine	Biologist	and	
Mammal	rescue	personnel	.	Their	daily	adventures	will	bothentertain,	educate	and	to	
inspire	conservation	of	our	oceans.		
	
Everyday	presents	different	challenges,	nothing	mundane	and	common	going	on	here!	
Birds,	Otters,	Sea	Turtles,	Penguins,	Octopus,	Sharks	all	things	Ocean	and	near	shore	habitat	
walk,	crawl,	swim	and	fly	through	his	doors.	Scientific	expeditions	to	gather	new	critters	for	
the	aquarium	are	also	on	the	list	as	we	step	aboard	research	vessels,	lower	ROV’s,Remote	
Operated	Vehicles,	to	depth	over	3000ft	to	observe,	explore	and	brought	aboard	to	study	
and	to	learn		and	gain	more	insight	into	the	fascinating	life	deep	within	our	oceans.		The	
show	is	host	to	the	occasional	celebrity	and	world	re-known	scientists	and	researchers.	
	
Excerpt	from	Article	-	Monterey	Bay	Herald	by	Jane	Lee	
	

	
Dr.	Mike	Murray’s	Typical	Day	
	
Inside	the	exam	room,	a	nurse	readies	a	bucket	of	ice.	Outside,	hallways	wide	enough	to	
wheel	a	great	white	shark	through	ring	with	the	sounds	of	squawking	radios.	
A	typical	hospital?	Well,	no.	
On	the	other	side	of	the	double	doors	to	this	clinic	are	the	picturesque	windows	and	elegant	
lines	of	the	exhibit	floor	at	the	Monterey	Bay	Aquarium.	And	while	hundreds	of	people	
wander	through	the	exhibits,	a	crew	of	a	select	few	works	behind	the	scenes	seeing	to	the	
medical	needs	of	the	animals	that	are	the	stars	of	the	show.	
	
	
A	lot	of	energy	is	poured	into	the	health	of	the	creatures	at	the	aquarium.	And	staff	
veterinarian	Michael	Murray	is	like	a	trusted	family	physician	that	oversees	it	all	according	
to	members	of	the	animal	care	staff.	
	
“It's	a	labor	of	love,”	says	the	57-year	old	Murray.	"And	if	you	don't	(love	it),	you're	not	going	
to	survive.	The	work	is	too	hard,	physically	and	mentally	...	it	will	eat	you	up	and	spit	you	out	
pretty	quickly."	
	
Murray	is	on	call	"24/7/365,"	although	there	are	a	number	of	vets	that	serve	as	backups,	
depending	on	the	species	needing	care.	
	
"If	I	am	out	of	town,	I	am	typically	contacted	via	cell	phone	initially,"	Murray	said.	
Murray	keeps	track	of	550	species	of	patients	that	run	the	gamut	from	sea	otters	to	sea	
slugs.	And	although	his	days	are	not	always	packed	full	of	procedures,	with	more	than	
35,000	potential	patients,	he	is	constantly	busy.	Consultations,	research	studies	and	patient	
exams	fill	his	time.	
	
"I'm	sort	of	the	Swiss	Army	knife	of	the	institution,"	he	says.	
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Murray's	domain	is	tucked	away	next	to	a	stairwell.	The	Animal	Health	Laboratory	consists	
of	an	exam	room,	a	surgical	suite	and	a	large	storage	closet.	Neat	rows	of	pharmaceuticals	
line	the	shelves	along	one	wall.	Boxes	of	needles	and	swabs	sit	tucked	away	along	the	
counter.	
	
On	a	typical	day,	the	door	will	be	open	and	Dr.	Mike,	as	he	is	known,	will	be	busy	
coordinating	the	day's	schedule	with	the	animal	care	staff.	It's	an	exercise	in	patience	and	
making	adjustments.	The	seabird	staff	might	need	more	time	to	catch	the	last	couple	of	
penguins	scheduled	for	a	check-up,	so	if	the	sea	otters	are	all	rounded	up,	they	might	be	first	
into	the	exam	room.	
	
Last	week,	it	was	Otter	500	that	received	a	lot	of	attention.	The	young	male	came	to	the	
aquarium	several	months	ago	with	a	parasite	infection.	Murray	performed	a	laparoscopic	
procedure,	where	he	inserted	a	small	camera	into	the	otter's	abdomen.	That,	in	itself,	was	
quite	an	adventure.	
	
Murray	gave	the	otter	a	combination	of	sedatives	that	he	said	is	the	"same	combination	they	
use	in	human	medicine	quite	frequently	for	minor	procedures	like	colonoscopies."	Nurse	
Marissa	Viens	poured	a	layer	of	ice	inside	a	wooden	transport	crate	so	that	the	sleeping	
otter	would	not	overheat.	
	
Since	the	aquarium	hopes	to	release	Otter	500	back	to	the	wild,	the	staff	tries	to	minimize	
interaction	with	humans,	or	at	least	the	perception	of	that.	To	retrieve	Otter	500	from	its	
pen,	Karl	Mayer	and	Sandrine	Hazan	of	the	Sea	Otter	Research	and	Conservation	program	
put	on	black	rain	ponchos,	welder's	masks	and	heavy	leather	gloves	to	disguise	themselves.	
Once	they	captured	Otter	500,	sedated	him	and	gently	placed	in	the	wooden	transport	crate,	
the	otter	voiced	his	displeasure	with	a	high	pitched	whistle.	
	
The	exam	room	where	the	procedure	was	done	was	no	quiet,	private	place.	While	the	
doctor	worked,	there	was	a	constant	stream	of	traffic	in	and	out	of	the	exam	room.	
Animal	care	staff	came	in	with	questions	or	just	poked	their	heads	to	check	on	the	progress	
of	the	procedure	and	how	much	longer	it	might	be	until	the	animals	they	kept	waiting	
would	be	treated.	
	
"That's	why	we	keep	the	door	open,	to	make	sure	they	feel	empowered	to	come	in,"	explains	
Murray.	
	
On	the	day	of	Otter	500's	procedure,	staff	member	Donielle	York	kept	a	parade	of	penguins	
waiting	to	see	Murray.	Some	sat	calmly	while	others	flapped	wildly.	All	were	gently	
restrained	and	comforted	by	York.	Unlike	the	sea	otter	staff,	York	didn't	need	to	disguise	
herself.	But	she	also	had	to	brave	sharp	beaks	without	the	protection	of	gloves.	Gloves	
would	prevent	her	from	getting	a	good	grip	on	the	birds.	She	does	wear	protective	eye	gear.	
Murray	describes	the	75-	to	100-member	animal	care	staff	as	highly	motivated,	highly	
educated	people	that	care	deeply	about	their	charges.	Keeping	all	the	animals	healthy	is	a	
team	effort.	
	
Murray	said	that	a	lot	of	the	equipment	used	in	the	procedure	on	Otter	500	is	the	same	type	
used	on	humans.	After	the	surgery,	the	otter	was	given	an	injection	to	counteract	the	
anesthetic.	In	about	two	minutes,	it	popped	awake	like	a	switch	had	been	flipped.	Murray	



On	the	Wave	Productions	–	AQUA	DOC-VET	SHOW®	-		Confidential 
Page 4 11/1/15	10:57	PM	

	

explained	that	right	after	the	surgeries,	the	otters	can	go	right	back	in	the	water.	
"They	hardly	miss	a	beat,"	he	said.	
	
In	a	way,	Murray	has	been	a	veterinarian	in	training	since	he	was	a	child.	
"Well,	my	mom	is	a	nurse.	So	when	I	was	a	little	kid,	I	was	given	medical	books	to	put	me	to	
sleep,	more	than	Dr.	Seuss	books.	So	that	got	me	started	in	medicine,"	Murray	said	"But	I	
preferred	animals	to	people,	so	I	went	to	veterinary	school."	
	
Before	the	aquarium,	Murray's	first	job	as	a	veterinarian	was	with	the	Army.	Although	his	
duties	included	treating	animals,	a	lot	of	his	job	centered	on	food	inspection.	"Milk,	meat	
and	even	vegetables	would	come	through.	We'd	look	for	hygiene	and	quality,"	he	said.	
After	he	got	out	of	the	Army,	Murray	went	into	private	practice,	eventually	running	his	own	
exotic	pet	clinic.	Murray	started	with	the	Monterey	Bay	Aquarium	in	1988	as	a	contract	
veterinarian,	treating	the	aquarium's	birds.	He	joined	the	staff	full	time	on	April	Fool's	day	
in	2004.	
	
Murray	said	he	can't	imagine	being	anywhere	else.	For	him,	he	is	counting	the	hours	until	he	
must	retire,	not	until	he	can.	

	
"It's	all	fun,"	says	Murray.	"I've	got	the	best	job.	I	look	forward	to	Fridays	and	I	look	
forward	to	Mondays	both."	

	
	

	
The	SHOW	
Audience	joins	the	inner	circle	of	the	aquarium	and	gets	a	look	behind-the-scenes	at	some	of	
the	worlds	most	famous	aquariums,	and	research	Institutions	like	Monterey	Bay	Aquarium,	
MBARI,	Pacific	Shark	Research	etc.	The	cameras	will	role	24/7,after	dark	and	more	behind	
the	scenes	following	all	situations	and	those	on	call	to	handle	them	from	emergencies	to	
critter	escape	artists	to	jumping	in	the	water	to	rescue	marine	life	in	trouble..	

	
• ACCESS	
• Veterinarians,	Marine	Biologists,	Zoologists,	and	more	maintain	a	man	made	

artificial	environment	so	some	of	the	rarest	creatures	on	the	planet	can	be	seen	by	
the	public	in	addition	to	the	local	critters	that	live	within	the	region.	

• Shark	feed	
• What	goes	on	when	the	lights	go	out.	
• Out	to	sea	to	capture	deep	sea	and	other	amazing	animals	for	the	aquarium	with	

subs,	rov’s	,	divers	and	more.	
• A	unique	perspective	while	educating	its	viewers	about	all	that	dwell	in	the	sea	and	

within	it’s	near	shore	environment.	
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FACTS: 
Marine	mammals	are	notoriously	good	at	hiding	disease	
Many scientists believe that this ability to mask illness or weakness has evolved as an important 
survival mechanism to avoid being targeted by predators in the wild.) Training also provides a 
great tool for facilitating the movement and relocation of animals from one habitat to another, 
thereby helping to manage compatible social groups. In addition, many independent researchers 
now agree with what trainers have known for a long time, that training provides valuable mental 
and physical stimulation, as a form of environmental enrichment, which is important for long-
term health and well-being. As a result of all this training and proactive health management, our 
animals are living much longer and healthier lives than ever before. Many of our animals are 
outliving their counterparts in the wild. 
The Aquarium is responsible for the local areas marine mammal rescue operations. 
Monterey Bay Aquarium is situated on the coast line in Monterey Bay. It is their location that 
attributes to its role in performing rescue, rehabilitation and release of hundreds of sick, injured 
and stranded marine mammals back to the sea every year. 
 


